SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION

must always be regarded as a pestilential
disease of the first magnitude.

The Smallpox Problem. The smallpox
problem is a comparatively simple one.
It can be resolved into two main phases*
namely, the transportation of the con-
tagion from an infected to a healthy com-
munity, and the degree of susceptibility
of the population to which the disease
is carried. The disease can be carried
through the agency of infected materials
or persons, and their transportation or
migration can be more or less restricted.
Absolute control^ however, is impossible,
and we have had abundant opportunity
to learn that medical inspection, fumi-
gation, and quarantine are at best only
sanitary filters through which undetected
contagion may and sometimes does pass,
We must grant, therefore, that, no mat-
ter how perfect our quarantine laws may
be and no matter how conscientiously
they are enforced, smallpox may gain
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